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DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH, 
EDUCATION,  AND  WELFARE 

Office  of  Human  Development 
Slices 

[Program  Announcement  No.  13608-794] 

Administration  for  Children,  Youth, 
and  Families;  Child  Welfare  Research 
and  Demonstration  Grants  Program 

AGENCY:  O^ice  of  Human  Development 
Services,  HEW. 

SUBJECT:  Announcement  of  Availability 
of  Grant  Funds  for  the  Child  Welfare 
Research  and  Demonstration  Grants 
Program. 

summary:  The  Administration  for 
Children,  Youth  and  Families  (ACYF) 
announces  that  applications  are  being 
accepted  for  the  Child  Welfare  Research 
and  Demonstration  Grants  Program 
under  Section  426  of  the  Social  Security 
Act  as  amended. 

DATES:  Closing  date  for  receipt  of  all 
applications  under  this  Program 
Announcement  is  September  11, 1979. 

Definitions  of  Research  and 
Demonstration 

Research  refers  to  a  project  to 
develop  new  knowledge  or  to  evaluate 
existing  knowledge  in  new  settings. 

Demonstration  refers  to  activities 
designed  specifically  to  show  the 
method  of  operation  or  applicability  of  a 
research  or  program  model. 

Scope  of  This  Program  Announcement 

This  Program  Announcement  covers 
the  first  quarter  of  Fiscal  Year  1980.  This 
is  one  of  a  series  of  Program 
Announcements  relating  to  the  purpose 
and  objectives  of  the  Child  Welfare 
Research  and  Demonstration  Grants 
Program.  Competition  for  grant  awards 
in  other  ACYF  special  emphasis  areas 
within  the  program  will  be  announced 
separately  in  the  Federal  Register.  Grant 
support  is  not  available  for  ongoing 
programs  or  services  (such  as  the 
provision  of  day  care  services],  for 
projects  that  demonstrate  a  service  that 
has  already  been  established  in  other 
communities  and  is  generally  accepted 
as  part  of  a  comprehensive  child  welfare 
or'child  development  program,  or  for 
staff  training  projects. 

Since  ACYF  funds  research  and 
demonstration  grants  under  its  National 
Center  on  Child  Abuse  and  Neglect,  it 
will  not  consider  or  fund  child  abuse 
and  neglect  projects  under  the  authority 
of  the  Child  Welfare  Research  and 
Demonstration  Grants  Program. 

Program  Purpose 

The  purpose  of  the  Child  Welfare 
Research  and  Demonstration  Grants 


Program  is  to  support  1)  special  research 
or  demonstration  projects  in  the  field  of 
child  welfare  v/hich  are  of  regional  or 
national  significance,  2)  special  projects 
for  the  demonstration  of  new  methods 
or  facilites  which  show  promise  of 
substantial  contribution  to  the 
advancement  of  child  welfare,  and  3} 
projects  for  the  demonstration  of  the 
utilization  of  research  (including  . 
findings  resulting  therefrom)  in  the  field 
of  child  welfare  in  order  to  encourage 
experimental  and  special  types  of 
welfare  services. 

Program  Goals  and  Objectives 

The  overall  goal  of  the  program  is  to 
support  projects  where  the  utilization  of 
findings  is  expected  to  make  a 
substantial  contribution  to  the 
enhancement  of  the  development  and 
welfare  of  children  and  families. 

To  accomplish  this  goal,  grants  will  be 
awarded  for  projects  which  reflect  the 
following  program  objective: 

To  conduct  child  and  family  research 
or  demonstration  projects  which 
address  one  or  more  of  three  areas. 
These  areas  are: 

1.  Studies  which  investigate  the 
communication  patterns  within  the 
family  as  they  relate  to  decision  making, 
coping  with  family  developmental  tasks. 
Studies  which  examine  verbal  and 
emotional  patterns  of  communication 
within  the  family  and  with  institutions, 
and  studies  which  examine  bonding  of 
adoptive  parents/child  or  foster 
parents/biological  parents/foster  child 
are  examples  in  this  area. 

2.  Studies  which  investigate  the  use  of 
mutual  supports  or  informal  networks  as 
family  supports,  compared  to  the  use  of 
formal  support  systems.  Family  day  care 
arrangements,  other  informal  child  care 
arrangements,  and  a  larger  range  of 
support  systems  might  be  investigated 
as  examples  in  this  area. 

3.  Studies  which  evaulate  changes  in 
family  functioning/coping  as  a  result  of 
education/information,  compared  with 
changes  brought  about  by  diagnostic 
and  counseling  approaches. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  results  of  this 
research  will  help  service  providers 
communicate  more  effectively  with  * 
families,  become  more  aware  of  family 
interaction  and  the  role  of  informal 
networks,  and  use  education  and 
information  along  with  or  in  place  of 
professional  diagnosis  and  counseling. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  research  findings 
will  fill  major  gaps  in  the  yet  unexplored 
areas  dealing  with  the  transitions  along 
the  dependence-independence 
continuum,  and  the  continuum  of  care. 


Eligible  Applicants 

Public  or  other  nonprofit  institutions 
of  higher  learning  and  public  or  other 
nonprofit  agencies  and  organizations 
engaged  in  research  or  child  welfare 
activities  may  ^ply. 

Available  Funds 

The  Administration  for  Children, 

Youth  and  Families  expects  to  award 
approximately  $450,000  (of  the  $14.7 
million  expected  to  be  appropriated  by 
Congress  for  Fiscal  Year  1980)  for  new 
grants  responding  to  the  child  and 
family  objective. 

It  is  expected  that  approximately  five 
grants  will  be  awarded  for  this  objective 
pursuant  to  this  announcement  The 
range  of  grant  awards  is  expected  to  be 
between  $80,000  and  $120,000  with  the 
average  award  expected  to  be  $100,000. 
Projects  will  be  supported  for  periods  of 
one  to  three  years. 

A  new  grant  is  the  initial  grant  made 
in  support  of  a  project  The  initial  grant 
sustains  the  Federal  share  of  the  budget 
for  the  first  year  of  the  project 
Continued  support  for  additional  time 
remaining  in  the  project  period  is 
dependent  on  the  availability  of  funds 
and  the  grantee’s  satisfactory  progress. 

Grants  for  the  child  and  family 
objective  will  be  awarded  by  December 
31, 1979. 

In  Fiscal  Year  1978,  the  budget 
appropriated  for  this  program  was  $15.7 
million.  In  response  to  a  program 
announcement  186  grant  applications 
responding  to  a  child  and  family 
development  objective,  includii^  special 
concerns  to  teenage  parents,  were 
submitted.  Of  these,  fourteen  child  and 
family  grants,  totaling  $1,271  million, 
were  awarded. 

Grantee  Share  of  the  Project 

Grantees  must  share  in  the  costs  of 
research  projects  only.  It  is  generally 
expected  that  grantees  will  provide  at 
least  five  percent  of  total  project  costs. 
The  grantee  share  may  be  in  cash  or  in 
kind  but  must  be  project-related  and 
allowable  under  ^e  Department’s 
applicable  cost  principles  and  Subpart  G 
published  in  45  CFR  Part  74  (see  43  FR 
34076,  August  2, 1978.) 

The  Application  Process 
Availability  of  Forms 

In  order  to  be  considered  for  a  grant 
under  the  Child  Welfare  Research  and 
Demonstration  Grants  Program,  an 
application  must  be  submitted  on  the 
standard  forms  supplied  and  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  the 
Administration  for  Children,  Youth  and  ' 
Families.  Application  kits  which  contain 
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the  prescribed  application  forms  and 
information  for  ^e  applicant  may  be 
obtained  from:  Adminstration  for 
Children,  Youth  and  Families,  Research, 
Demonstration  and  Evaluation  Mvision, 
P.O.  Box  1182,  Washington,  D.C.  20013, 
Attention:  13608-794,  Telephone:  (202) 
765-7755;  755-7758;  755-7740. 

Application  Submission 

The  prescribed  application  form  must 
be  signed  by  an  individual  authorized  to 
act  for  the  applicant  agency  and  to 
assume  for  die  agency  the  obligations 
imposed  by  the  terms  and  conditions  of 
the  grant  award. 

One  signed  original  and  two  copies  of 
the  grant  application,  including  all 
attachments,  must  be  submitted  to  the 
address  indicated  in  the  application 
instructions.  The  application  must 
clearly  indentify  the  program 
announcement  number  and  the  program 
objective  for  which  the  application  is  to 
compete. 

A-95  Notification  Process 

This  program  does  not  require  the  A- 
95  notiHcation  process. 

Application  Consideration 

The  CommissionM'  for  Children,  Yo«tk 
and  Families  will  make  the  Hnal 
decision  on  each  grant  application  for 
this  program.  Applications  which  are 
complete  and  conform  to  the 
requirements  of  this  program 
announcement  will  be  competitively 
reviewed  and  evaluated  by  qualiHed 
persons  independent  of  the 
Administration  for  Children,  Youth  £md 
Families.  An  application  will  compete 
only  with  other  applications  addressing 
that  same  objective. 

The  results  of  the  review  will  assist 
the  Commissioner  in  considering 
competing  applications.  The 
Commissioner’s  consideration  will  also 
take  into  account  the  comments  of  the 
HEW  Regional  Offices  and  the 
Headquarters  ACYF  sta^. 

If  the  Commissioner  decides  to 
disapprove  or  not  to  fund  a  competing 
grant  application,  the  unsuccessful 
applicant  will  be  notified  in  writing.  ’The 
letter  will  include  an  explanation  of  the 
reasons  for  disapproval  or  non-funding 
or  will  indicate  that  an  explanation  may 
be  obtained  upon  request. 

Successful  applicants  will  be  notified 
through  the  issuance  of  a  Notice  of 
Grant  Awarded  (NGA),  which  sets  forth 
the  amount  of  funds  granted,  the  terms 
and  conditions  of  the  grant,  the  budget 
period  for  which  support  is  given,  the 
total  grantee  share  expected,  and  the 
total  period  for  which  project  support  is 
contemplated. 


Special  Consideration  for  Funding 

Priority  in  funding  will  be  given  to 
applications  for  projects  which  address 
concerns  of  minoritiy  families,  i.e., 
black,  Hispanic,  Native  American  and 
Asian  American.  Thus,  any  such 
projects  judged  acceptable  will  be 
funded  before  other  applicants. 

Criteria  for  Review  and  Evaluation  of 
Grant  Applications 

Competing  grant  applications  for 
either  objective  will  be  reviewed  and 
evaluated  against  the  following  criteria: 

1.  Estimated  cost  to  the  government  is 
reasonable  considering  anticipated 
results;  (10  points) 

2.  Project  objectives  are  identical  with 
or  capable  of  achieving  the  specific 
program  purpose  and  objectives  defined 
in  the  program  announcement  and 
program  guidance;  (20  points) 

3.  Proposed  methodology  or 
procedures,  if  well  executed,  are 
capable  of  attaining  project  objectives; 

a.  Review  of  literature 

b.  innovativeness  of  approach/desi^ 

c.  Objectives/hypotheses  clearly 
stated 

d.  Procedures  (sample  size; 
oomperison/cMitn^  groups; 
treatment(s);  design,  measures/ 
faistmments;  data  tmalysis  plan;  time 
schedule;  reports)  (30  points) 

4.  Comparability  of  proposed  study  to 
other  completed  and/or  ongoing  stupes: 

a.  Applicant  indicates  awareness  of 
related  projects 

b.  Applicant  uses  marker  measure  and 
marker  variables  for  research 
comparability  as  appropriate  (10  points) 

5.  Project  personnel  are  or  will  be  well 
qualified,  and  applicant  organization 
has  or  will  have  adequate  facilities;  (20 
points) 

6.  Dissemination/Utilization  Plan 

a.  Applicant  indicates  knowledge  of 
appropriate  users 

b.  Applicant  presents  an  appropriate 
utilization  plan  (10  points] 

In  addition  to  the  above  criteria, 
applications  will  be  reviewed  to  assure: 

1.  that  if  subjects  are  at  risk, 
appropriate  safeguards  have  been  taken, 
and 

2.  that  if  formal  agreements  with 
cooperating  agencies  are  necessary  for 
the  implementation  of  a  demonstration 
project,  they  are  documented  and 
included  with  the  application. 

Closing  Date  for  Receipt  of  Applications 

Hie  closing  date  for  receipt  of  all 
applications  under  this  Program 
Announcement  is  September  11, 1979. 
Applications  may  be  mailed  or  hand- 


delivered.  An  application  will  be 
considered  received  on  time  if: 

The  application  was  sent  by 
registered  or  certified  mail  not  later  than 
September  11, 1979  as  evidenced  by  the 
U.S.  Postal  Service  postmark  or  the 
original  receipt  from  the  U.S.  Postal 
Service; 

The  application  is  received  on  or 
before  close  of  business,  September  11, 
1979  in  the  DHEW  mailroom  in 
Washington,  D.C.;  or 

The  application  is  hand-delivered  to 
the  address  on  the  application  kit  by 
close  of  business  September  11, 1979. 
Hand-delivered  applications  will  be 
accepted  daily  fi*om  9  a.m.  to  5:30  p.m. 
except  Saturdays,  Sundays,  and  Federal 
holidays.  In  establishing  the  date  of 
receipt,  consideration  will  be  given  to 
the  time  date  stamps  of  the  mailroom  or 
other  documentary  evidence  of  receipt 
maintained  by  the  Department  of 
Health,  Education,  and  Welfare. 

Applications  received  after  the 
dead^e  because  they  were  postmarked 
or  hcmd-delivered  too  late  or  addressed 
incorrectly  will  not  be  accepted  and  will 
be  returned  to  the  applicant  without 
eonsideratitMi. 

(Catalog  of  Federal  Domeetic  Assistanoe 
Program  Number  18006  Qtild  WeHare 
Reeearcfa  and  DemooetratioB  Grants 
Program.) 

Dated:  May  28, 1979. 

Wnndinn  C  Ramirez, 

Commiaaioner  for  Children,  Youth  and 
Families. 

Approved:  June  22, 1979. 

Arabella  Martinez, 

Assistant  Secretary  for  Human  Development 
Services. 
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